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This Sinfonietta is called “The Unknown” for the simple reason that it 
remembers all the unknown soldiers who died in the forgotten Winter 

War of 1939. Leningraders are all very good at remembering the 

beginning and end of the Blockade and Victory Day but somehow this 

four month war with Finland gets forgotten. 

I wrote this piece after reading a story in the newspaper about veterans 

and grandchildren going out into the forest on summer weekends to 

look for the bodies of the fallen.

The Finns can give you a day by day body count for all their 22,830 

dead but most of the Russians who died are unknown and there may 

have been as many as 391,800. That’s 17 Russians for every Finn. 

The Sinfonietta is in three episodes that match the key dates. 

Into Action: 30th November 1939: 

Breakthrough: commemorating 12th Feb 1940 when the 

Mannerheim line collapsed at the battle for Muola church. And 

Aftermath: the ceasefire of March 13th 1940.

At the end of the second and third movements a boy soprano reflects: 

singing the words of an 2nd World War English poet John Pudney. The 

poems are in English and speak for Johnny Smith Everyman: those 

missing nameless individuals who answered the call to serve their 

country and perished unknown and forgotten except by those they left 

behind. 

If you stand in the churchyard at Muola now, nature has reclaimed the 

hillside: the process of reconciliation is as slow as the natural 

reforestation of a battleground and starts with the act of remembering.

The poems have been translated into Russian and Finnish.
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Sinfonietta: "The Unknown."

First Episode:       Into Action - 30th November 1939

Second Episode:  Breakthrough - 12th February 1940

Third Episode:     Aftermath - 13th March 1940. 
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For Johnny

Do not despair

For Johnny-head-in-air;

He sleeps as sound 

As Johnny- underground.

Fetch out no shroud

For Johnny-in-the-cloud;

And keep your tears

For him in after years.

Better by far

For Johnny-the-bright-star;

To keep your head,

And see his children fed.

© John Pudney.
From the Anthology "Dispersal Point"

Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head 1942

by Permission of David Higham Associates

Джонни

Не в гробе тесном
Тот Джонни-под-небесный
Молчит влюбленный,

Как Джонни-погребенный.

Без савана веками
Тот джон-над-облаками.

Сдержи рыданья
До встречи в мирозданье.

Лучше всего
Что б в Доме у него -

Дадим обет-

Всегда бывал обед.

Translation: Владимир И. Утехин

Johnnylle

Älä ole epätoivoinen
haaveilija-Johnnyn takia.

Hän nukkuu yhtä hyvin
kuin Johnny maan alla.

Älä nouda käärinliinaa
pilvien Johnnylle

ja säästä kyyneleesi
myöhempiin vuosiin. 

On parempi Johnnylle,

kirkkaalle tähdelle,
kun olet tyyni,

ja pidät hänen lapsistaan huolta. 

(Literal translation in Finnish)

Missing

Less said the better.

The bill unpaid the dead letter.

No roses at the end of Smith, my friend.

Last word don't matter

And there are none to flatter.

Words will not fill the post of Smith, the ghost.

For Smith, our brother,

Only son of loving mother,

The ocean lifted stirred, leaving no word.

© John Pudney.
From the Anthology "Beyond this Disregard"

Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head 1943

by Permission of David Higham Associates

Отсутствующий

Молчи, ни слова.

Несбывшееся победило снова.

Мой Смит ушел без роз, без грез.

В словах нет смысла.

Да нет и тех, кто скажет "присно"

Не хватит слов, чтобы заполнить место Смита.

Мой Смит, наш брат,

Любимый сын, он призрак.

И океан воздыбил так волну, что не осталось слов.

Translation: Владимир И. Утехин

Kaipaus

Ei tarvita pitkiä puheita.
Maksamaton lasku, lukematon kirje.

Ystäväni Smithin haudalle ei tuoda ruusuja.

Ei tarvita muistopuheita.

Ei ole ketään, jota pitäisi imarrella.
Sanat eivät täytä Smith-vainajan paikkaa.

Smithin, veljemme takia,

joka oli äitinsä ainoa, rakas poika,
meri tulvahti rantaan ja pyyhki pois kaikki sanat. 

(Literal translation in Finnish)
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                Breakthrough - 12th February 1939

Second Episode.

Grave moderato

"For Johnny"

Poem by John Pudney from the Anthology "Dispersal Point"
Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head. 1942

© by Permission of David Higham Associates
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            Aftermath - 13th March 1940"Missing"

Poem by John Pudney from the Anthology "Beyond this Disregard"

Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head 1943

 © by Permission of David Higham Associates

a young pure voice

3 3

3 3

3 3

3 3

71



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

10

p p p mf

p p p mf

p p p mf

p p p mf

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

72



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

A
15 20

mf mf

mf mf

mf mf

mf mf

f mf mf

A

f mf mf

f mf mf

f mf mf

3

3

3 3

3 3

3

3

73



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

25

mf
mf mf

mf
mf mf

mf mf mf

mf
mf mf

mf
mf mf

mf
mf mf

mf
mf mf

mf
mf mf

3 3

3 3

3 3
3 3

3

3

3

3
3

3
3

3

74



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

30

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

3 3 3

3
3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3

3 3
3 3

3 3

75



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

35

mf f

mf
f

mf f

mf
f

mf f

mf f

mf f

mf f

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

76



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f f f

B
40

f f f

f f f

f f f

f f

f f

f f

f f

f f

B

f f

f f

f f

3 3

3
3

3 3

3 3

3 3

3 3

3
3

3
3

3 3

3 3

3 3

3 3

77



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f f

45

f f

f f

f f

f f f

f f f

f f f

f f f

f f f

f f f

f f f

f f f

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

78



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f f

50

f f

f f

f f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3

3

3 3 3

3 3
3

3 3 3

3 3
3

3 3 3

3 3
3

3 3 3

79



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

C
55 60

f

f

C

ff

80



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f f

65

f f

f f

f f

f f

f
f

f f

f f

f

f

f f

f
f

f f

f f

81



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

T-t.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f f

D
70 75

f f

f f

f f

f f

f f

f f

f f

f f

f
f

ff

ff

ff

f f f

D

f f f

f f f

f f f

ff

3

3

3

3

3

3

82



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

T-t.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

ff

80

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff ff

ff ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

3

3

3 3

3 3

3 3

3 3

83



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

E
85 90 95

fff ff

fff ff

fff ff

fff ff

fff

fff

fff ff

fff ff

ff fff f

E

ff fff f mf

ff fff f mf

ff fff f mf

ff fff f mf

84



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

100 105

mf

mf mf

mf

85



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

110

f mf f mf f

f mf f mf f

f mf f mf f

f mf f mf f

f mf f

86



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

115 120

mf f mf

mf f mf

mf f mf

mf f mf

mf f mf

87



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

mf

F
125 130

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

f

F

f

f

f

f

88



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f

135 140

f

f

f

f

f

f mf

f mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

89



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

145 150 155

mf mf

mf

90



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

mf

G
160

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mfmf

mf

p

G

p

p

p

p

91



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

mf

165 170

mf

p p

p p

p p

mf mf

92



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

mf

175

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

mf

f

93



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f mf

H
180 185

f mf

f

f

f mf

f mf

f

f

f

p

H

p

p

p

p

arco

arco

arco

arco

arco

94



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

mf mf mf

190 195

mf mf mf

mf mf mf mf

mf mf mf mf

mf

mf

3

3

95



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

S.Cym.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p

I
200 205 210

p

p

p

p mf p

p mf p

p mf p

p p

p mf p

I

p mf p

p mf p

p mf p

p mf p

3

3

96



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

S.Cym.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

215 220 225

mf f

mf f

f

mf f

f

mf f

mf f

mf f

mf f

mf f

97



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

T-t.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

mf p

J
230 235

mf p

mf p mf

mf p

mf p

mf p

mf p

mf p

mf p

mf p

mf p

mf p

mf

mf p p

J

mf p p

mf p p

mf p p

mf p p

98



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Glock.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p

240 245 250

p

p

p

p mf

p
mf

p

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

99



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Glock.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

mf

255 260 265

p mf

p mf

p mf

p mf

p mf

f

f

mf 3 3

100



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p p

K
270 275

p p

p p

p mf

p mf

p

K

101



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p mf p

280 285 290

p mf p

mf mf mf

mf

mf

mf

solo

solo

3

102



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Timp.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p

295 300 305

p

p mf

p

p

p

mf p mf p

p mf p

3

3

103



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Timp.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

310 315 320

pp

pp

pp p pp p p

p

p

p

p

p pp

3 3

3

tutti

tutti

104



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Timp.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

f

L
325 330

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

mf f

f

f

f

L

f

f

f

p f

105



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Timp.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

M335 340

mf

M

mf

mf

mf

mf

106



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

345 350

107



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

355 360

p

p

p

p

p

108



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

pp

rit. ( q = 95 ) rit.365 370 375

pp

rit. ( q = 95 ) rit.

pp

pp

pp

pp

109



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

( q = 90 ) rit. ( q = 85 ) rit.N
380 385 390

pp

pp

pp

pp

( q = 90 ) rit. ( q = 85 ) rit.
N

pp

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

110



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Boy
Soprano

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

( q = 80 ) 395

p p p p

p p p p

p p p p

p p p p

p

p

Less

p

said the bet ter. The

p

bill un paid the dead let ter. No

p

ro ses at the end of

p

( q = 80 ) 

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

6
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

111



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Boy
Soprano

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p p p

O
400 405

p p p

pp p p p

pp p p p

p p p

p p p

pp p p p

pp p p p

p

p

Smith, my

pp

friend. Last

p

words don‘t mat ter And

p

there are none to flat ter. Words

p

will not fill the

O

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

3
4

112



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Timp.

Boy
Soprano

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p pp p p mf

rit.P
410

p pp p p mf

p pp p p mf

p pp p p mf

p pp p p mf

p pp p p mf

p pp p p mf

p pp p p mf

mf

mf

mf

post of

p

Smith, the

pp

ghost. For

p

Smith, our bro ther, On

p

ly son of lo ving mo ther, The

mf

mf

rit.P

mf

p mf

p mf

mf

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

3
4

4
4

6
4

5
4

6
4

113



Fl.I

Fl.II

Ob.I

Ob.II

Cl.I

Cl.II

Bsn I

Bsn II

Hn 1

Hn II

Tpt

Tbn.

Timp.

Boy
Soprano

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

Vc.

Db.

p

( q = 75 ) 415 420

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p pp

o cean lif ted stirred, lea

p

ving no word.

p

( q = 75 ) 

p

p

p

p

niente

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

6
4

4
4

3 3 3

St Petersburg, 23rd October 2003

114


